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affect schools, to assume that pure psychology is also in
his province.
Whether education should rightly be called a science
or an art is a matter of controversy but it is undoubtedly
a synthetic study that depends for its data on historians,
moral philosophers, sociologists, physiologists and psycholo-
gists ; he who studies it must have the power to collect
the relevant principles and facts from many sources.   In
a sense he will be a dabbler with no claim to be considered
an authority in any one science, but where he should be
an authority is on the behaviour of the actual children
with whom he works, on the methods of educating them
for the kind of state which the sociologist desires, and on
the application of the findings of psychologists to all
branches of education.
Even to keep aware of the results of so many studies
is an overwhelming task beyond the power of the teacher,
busy all day in the class-room and often many nights at
resultant tasks and realizing the need of time to live his
own life and mix with his fellows. That is the justification
for this type of book—the work not of a professional
psychologist, philosopher or sociologist, but of a teacher
with sufficient leisure to hold a watching brief for those
findings of specialists that should be helpful to the practical
educator.
As the most important study for a teacher is children,
a very large part of this book is concerned with that work
of psychologists that has a direct bearing on educational
problems—the right treatment of children, the best methods
of learning and teaching, &c. But what philosophers and
sociologists can tell us of the aims and purposes of education
has also been considered, not in separate sections but as
the need arises.

